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Commissioner for Patents 

The response, filed on 9/8/03, is non-responsive to the prior Office Action, mailed 6/6/03. The specification was objected to due to 
the presence of hyperlinks. The Examiner tested some of the hyperlinks which are active in the current written form presented in the 
specification. As stated in MPEP 608.01, 

Examiners must review patent applications to make certain that hyperlinks and other 
forms of browser-executable code, especially commercial site URLs, are not included in 
a patent application. Examples of a hyperlink or a browser-executable code are a URL 
placed between these symbols "< >" and http:// followed by a URL address. When a 
patent application with embedded hyperlinks and/or other forms of browser-executable 
code issues as a patent (or is published as a patent application publication) and the patent 
document is placed on the USPTO web page, when the patent document is retrieved and 
viewed via a web browser, the URL is interpreted as a valid HTML code and it becomes 
a live web link. When a user clicks on the link with a mouse, the user will be transferred to 
another web page identified by the URL, if it exists, which could be a commercial web 
site. USPTO policy does not permit the USPTO to link to any commercial sites since the 
USPTO exercises no control over the organization, views or accuracy of the information 
contained on these outside sites. 

If hyperlinks and/or other forms of browser-executable code are embedded in the text of 
the patent application, examiners should object to the specification and indicate to 
applicants that the embedded hyperlinks and/or other forms of browser-executable code 
arc impermissible and require deletion. 

Inactivation of the embedded hyperlinks can usually be accomplished by removing "http" and "www" and then simply referring to the 
"world wide web" with the remainder of the website address. Please amend the website addresses written in the specification 
accordingly and make certain they do not contain active links. 

Since the response appears to be bona fide, but failed to address the specification objection appropriately, applicant is required to 
complete the response within a time limit of one month from the date of this letter or as extended as follows. EXTENSIONS OF 
THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1 .136(a) OR (b) UP TO A MAXIMUM OF SIX MONTHS. 

Papers related to this application may be submitted to Technical Center 1600 by facsimile transmission. Papers should be faxed to 
Technical Center 1 600 via the PTO Fax Center located in Crystal Mall 1 . The faxing of such papers must conform with the notices 



PTO-90C (Rev.04-03) 



published in the Official Gazette, 1096 OG 30 (November 15, 1989). The CM1 Fax Center number is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Carolyn Smith, whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-6043. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 8 A.M. to 6:30 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Michael Woodward, can be reached on 
(703)308-4028. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to Legal Instruments Examiner Tina 
Plunkett whose telephone number is (703) 305-3524 or to the Technical Center receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0196. 

October 20, 2003 
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